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CENTRALINTELUGENCE AGENCY
Office of Congressional Affairs
Washington, D.C. 20505
Telephone: 482-6136

21 June 1983

TO: Mr. Robert M, Jenkins
"House Forelgn Affairs Commlttee
2170 Rayburn Bldg,.

Washington, D. C, 20515
Dear Bob:
Here is some ihformation on the People'é

‘Mujahedin., I doubt there is enough to schedule
a briefing, ' : -

: House Affairs _
- Office of Congressional Affairs . '
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20" June 1987

- MEMORANDUM

SUBJECT: ifanian Opposition Group, Mujahedin-e Khalqg.

1. The People's Mujahedin Organization of I;an;—;ﬁnzzz
in Iran as the Mujahedin-e thlq—éwas fogn@ed‘lg l:;icband
1960s to oppose the Shah. This group combines 'i '
Marxist ideas and has advocated violence since 1tS ted at
inception. Du#ing the 1970s the Mu]ahedln ;ssaiSLns o olt

Jeast six Americans in Iran. - The group now portray  Leself
" as a democratic alternative to the Khomeini geglme,ains i
basic principles have not changed and terrorism rem

instrument of its policy.

' 2. Following the Islamic Reyolutiop,'the Mu]ahiség ZZ
first supported Ayatollah Khomeini, and its caireaiiial
security forces for the regime. . The group tog. g Tt e
credit for the prolonged holding of American lptq S asr
hostages and staged a large demonstration prqgesllng

release.

3. By 1981 the Mujahedinﬁhgd fallen out.w1t2 the
ruling clerics and began a campaign Qf terrorism gous
destabilize the regime. The Mugahedln poseq a gertall 7
challenge to ‘the Islamic Republlg before being bru hadya"
repressed in 1981. At its pedk 1n'198}, th groug had 3
cadre of around 10,000, primarily c0351st1ng_of e g ate
urban youths,ﬁand_had penetrated the gqve?nmenttint the
‘Revolutionary Guard. Various sources 1ndlqated. amembers
_regime executed between 4,000 and 8,000 Mujahedin members.

4. We do not know the current status of_Mu?aheg;E
leaders in Iran or the number of cadre that _remaln_:,L ut |
since 1981 the group has been able to carry out on yt oced
sporadic terrorist bombings and attacks that have ng CES
a serious threat to the regime. ~The group also con gn ® ag
limited guerrilla operations in51de Iran from bases 1‘ .

*The Mﬁjahedin also-goes under the follgwing ngmeié
The National Council of Resistance, Iran Relief Fund a
Moslem Iranian Students,Society. :
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5 Thé Mdjéhedin's appeal has,begn @amage@ Singe'1981 , . vt

by the.conduct of its leader, Musuq Rajavi. Ra]avg-;s . . s

charismatic, but has lost credibility 'since he fleb_ ran t? | ,;

' 1981, leaving behind his militant wife, who was s; igquen_ y - é

? ’ killéd by security forces. His appeal and that._oh nl§a9§3§9" ‘

| . was dealt another blow amongvIranlans—icst—y§a§Ezw?n, javi

‘ — ted Iraq as his patron and moved there 10 g | o |

| _accepte q _ e

| following his expulsion from France. o ‘
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